California Red-legged Frog Breeding Pond EnhancemerProject
Photo-Point Documentation
June 2009 — March 2010

A seasonal pond, shown above supports the only knavCA RLF
breeding habitat in the Watsonville Slough SystemThe project is
designed to expand the habitat buffer surroundingite pond and
enhance the habitat quality surrounding the pond cmplex.

August 2009

December 2009



RLF 1

Looking North toward Harkins Slough. Rubis ursinusis in the
immediate foreground. Poison Hemlock (shown in bnn) grows
thickly lower road. Just upslope of the lower roadthe plant material is
primarily Bristly Ox-tounge (Picris echoides).

July 2009

December 2009

The lower road has been removed and the site hasdreprepared and
mulched in order to remove the invasive species ardcilitate planting

with native plants.



March 2010
Native plants have been installed on the site, and-line drip irrigation
has been laid out to facilitate irrigation.

Roadbed Decomissioning, Invasive Species RemovaidsSite
Preparation, October 2009

Invasive species growing on the site were removedtiva bulldozer with
a side scrapper, in order to facilitate greater eqgipment access and
begin the restoration process.



A chisel plow is used first to break up the hardpaneft by many years of
use of the area as aroad. Several passes were mbaefore a rear box
scrapper was used to smooth and level the ground.

Once the box scraper was used, a
tractor mounted roto-tiller breaks
up any remaining roots of
Hemlock and Bristly Ox-Tounge.

Once the rotfikhg was complete
a wood chip andrice straw mulch
was spread across thste at a
depth of 4 -5”. Reycled paper was
rolled out in the areas, where rice
straw was used as a mulch, in
order to provide enhanced weed
suppression over the course of the
planting season. Rice straw mulch
was used in areas which will be
planted with smaller sized grasses
and forbs.



The first flush of weeds that came up in areas wherthe mulch was
spread too thinly were removed with a flame torch.Students from
Natural Bridges High School were trained by Watsonile Wetlands
Watch staff and operated the flame torch.

RLF 2

Looking south toward Watsonville Slough, and the CARLF breeding
pond. The lower road (to be decommissioned) is siva in the
foreground. Non-native weeds are shown upslope afmostly native
dominated emergent marsh (shown at right side of pito)

July 2009

Roadbed Decomissioning, Invasive Species RemovaidaSite
Preparation, October 2009



Shown above, the road is ripped with a chisel plowSome of the solil is
used to create a berm at the north end of the siia order to restrict
future vehicular access (shown at the foreground dhe photo on the
right side of the page). Once the road has beemped, the roto-tiller
follows.

The site was then mulched with a combination of wabchip and rice
straw, with a paper layer underneath the rice straw Mulch treatments
differed depending on the container size and plargpacing for the
winter’s outplanting.



December 2009 Mar2009

Mulch is completed and the drip irrigation system las been installed.
Native plant installation was completed in March of2009. A group of
college student volunteers finishes the last of tHdeadow Barley
planting on the northern end of the planting site.



