
Watsonville Wetlands Watch

Dear Friends of the Wetlands,

The realities of climate change have come into alarming focus. Never 
have the impacts of global warming felt closer to home, or the threat to 

our planet more real. We worry silently. Who is advancing the solutions? 
What can we do to make a difference? 

Nearly 30 years ago a group of citizens took action to stop 
the loss of local wetlands and surrounding habitat. They 

could not have known then about the importance of coastal 
wetlands in fighting climate change. But they knew that 
information could spur people to action. Through outreach 
and education they helped our community reclaim and 
restore the wetlands, going on to build an organization 
that each year activates thousands of students, adults, and 

volunteers through dynamic education and environmental 
restoration.

As today’s leaders of Watsonville Wetlands Watch we still believe 
in the power of education, and that it is crucial in confronting 

the climate crisis. Our children will be living and adapting to the 
consequences of global warming in ways we have yet to imagine. 

They are the next wave of influencers and leaders in education, innovation, 
and elective office, and they are the ones facing the challenges the future will bring.

You Can Make A Difference. Support Action for Climate Transformation

This is why, in the footsteps of our founders, we have committed the Wetlands Watch to bold 
action*. Beginning in 2020 the Wetlands Watch will pioneer a climate-centered 

initiative that translates dynamic education into hands-on local actions to 
confront this local and global challenge. 

Action for Climate Transformation (Wetlands ACT) is a groundbreaking 
effort to reach thousands of local students and adults with 

information that demystifies climate change, investigates its impacts, 
and examines how our actions as consumers and community members 
make a difference. This work will expand and intensify climate change 
education in the field, in the classroom, and in our community.

Wetlands ACT will integrate climate studies with continuing 
watershed restoration, transforming education into direct 

action. In addition to restoring wetlands, youth will plant new trees 
throughout Watsonville to reduce the local carbon footprint and 
sequester greenhouse gases. They will help maintain bike and walking 
trails and support planning for their expansion. Continued on back...



They will be inspired, and inspire others, to reduce personal waste, litter, and other impacts to water quality 
for cleaner wetlands, creeks, rivers, and our Monterey Bay. They will restore native habitat essential to 

threatened and endangered wildlife, for whom resilient habitat is critical in the face of 
changing climates. Through Green Careers training students will gain 
exposure and access to new academic and career pathways.

We are asking you — as a partner, donor, volunteer, and 
someone who cares — will you take action with 

us? Wetlands ACT augments already-rich programming, 
requiring additional staff time to develop new curriculum, 
and more teaching supplies, equipment, and resources 
for hands-on science and climate action projects such as 
dendrometers to measure carbon sequestration in trees, 
and water quality monitoring tools to assess changes in 
wetland conditions and increases in salinity associated 
with sea level rise. 

The climate crisis casts a daunting shadow, 
but we have the power to act decisively and 

with hope for the future by engaging youth and 
community in on-the-ground solutions starting now. 
Please give generously to Wetlands Action for Climate 
Transformation. The urgent need for this program has moved 
a group of dedicated donors to pledge the largest matching fund 
in our history in order to double your gift. Together we will make a 
difference.

Please take a moment to enjoy the enclosed interview with former Wetland 
Steward Paul Garcia, an inspiring young person committed to being part of the solution.

Sincerely,

    

Christine Johnson-Lyons    Jonathan Pilch
President , Board of Directors   Executive Director

*REFERENCES:      https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/wetlands-can-help-fight-climate-change/
  https://www.ramsar.org/news/wetlands-crucial-in-addressing-climate-change-0

** WATSONVILLE WETLANDS WATCH 2020-2025 STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL 3: “Develop and expand creative solutions to address 
local and global environmental challenges by increasing climate change education throughout our programs, advancing pro-
grams to reduce trash and pollution within our wetlands and the Monterey Bay, expanding our community science programs, and 
communicating lessons learned.”
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