
Watsonville Wetlands Watch

“Watsonville Wetlands Watch is ultimately 
preparing a generation of environmental leaders, 

policymakers, and educators who will see us through 
to a more vibrant tomorrow.”   

—   Paul Garcia, Wetland Steward Graduate

UC Berkeley graduate Paul Garcia was active in Wetlands Watch 
environmental education programs while a student at Pajaro 
Valley High School. As a trained Wetland Steward, he was able 
to teach hundreds of elementary and middle schoolers about 
the science, history, and significance of the wetlands ecosystem.

During the summer of Paul’s sophomore year at UC Berkeley he 
was invited to join the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s Office of Economic Resilience in Washington 
D.C., where he identified strategies to implement climate 
change resilience in HUD’s Community Development Block 
Grant program.

Paul has gone on to earn undergraduate degrees at Cal 
in sociology and education. He is currently working for a 
landscape architecture firm as he prepares for graduate 
admission to a master’s program in landscape architecture. 

Paul Garcia is one of many young people who credit the 
Watsonville Wetlands Watch with broadening their view of our 
world and inspiring them to contribute to its sustainable future.  

Paul shared his perspective with us in the following question 
and answer series that continues on the back.

Q: Paul, how did your wetlands education affect your 
college and career choices? 

“Watsonville Wetlands Watch was seminal in helping me articulate 
my career path and framing my desire to build a meaningful 
relationship to the world around me. It pushed us, students and 
Wetland Stewards, to critically think about the underlying context 
of the ecological systems in our city’s backyard. I carried this spirit 
with me during my studies at UC Berkeley.” 

THE POWER OF EDUCATION  
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Paul's Q&A Continued:

Q: Can climate change education lead to action? 

“Environmental education is preparing generations of climate activists to collectively think about the problems 
we are facing now in preparation for what is to come. Educational programs offered by the Watsonville Wetlands 
Watch strengthen communities by connecting high school students with elementary and middle school youth to 
help bring about a generation committed to advancing environmental justice.

Q: How will my contribution make a difference?

“Monetary support to fund environmental education is extremely crucial in order to nurture an informed public 
on the importance of climate resilience. By increasing public awareness and knowledge of environmental issues, 
individuals can think critically of the systems taking place around them, and be motivated to participate in activities 
that seek to resolve environmental challenges.”

We wish to thank Paul Garcia for sharing his thoughts with us and look forward to hearing more from him as 
he accomplishes his goals towards a promising future.

Please join us in Wetlands Action for Climate Transformation
— Together we will make a difference —

These generous donors hope to inspire your giving to the Wetlands ACT year-end campaign by 
matching every dollar of your tax-deductible donation to Watsonville Wetlands Watch up to $66,400.
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Robert and Angela Amarante, Donna Bradford, Karen and Bill Cane, Bob and Joan Culbertson, Patrick J. 
Fitz, Cathy Gamble, Laura Hofmeister, The IF Foundation, Ann and Dobie Jenkins, Chris Johnson-Lyons 
and Bob Lyons, Robert and Leola Katz-Lapides, Ron Morin in memory of Genie Dee, Amy Newell, Rowland 
and Pat Rebele, Sally-Christine Rodgers and Randy Repass, Caroline Rodgers, Lou and Joan Rose, Jerry 
and Jean Thomas, Alice Weigel, and one anonymous donor. 
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Please give generously and double your impact to bring together urgently-needed climate change 
education and local action for youth and adults in the field, in the classroom, and in our community. 

Send a check or donate online at watsonvillewetlandswatch.org.

THANK YOU!


