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Another Great Year for Wetland Stewards

S

even Wetland Stewards high school students went out with a bang at our June 2,
2008 final presentations and celebration. They
made their parents proud as they presented their
personal projects to their families, Watsonville
Wetlands Watch staff, board members, docents,
and other guests. These presentations were the
culmination of the students’ year-long internships at the Fitz WERC. Each student pursued
his/her personal interest that resulted in unique
and diverse projects like a short video, bird boxes
around the wetlands, a petition to help protect our
coastline, and an interactive plant guide.
But that’s not all the Wetland Stewards did this
year. During the 2007/08 school year, the Wetland
Stewards went through a 5-week training where
they learned about the importance of our local
wetlands, ecological restoration, and techniques
for inquiry-based learning. This prepared them to
lead 12 field trips for visiting elementary school
and middle school students from Pajaro Middle
School, MacQuiddy Elementary and Ramsay Park
Family Center. The Wetland Stewards served as
mentors to these younger students and helped
them develop an appreciation and excitement for
their local environment through fun games, activities and trips to the wetlands. Little by little the
word is getting out that the Watsonville wetlands
are a precious natural resource worth exploring
and protecting!

Cara Sundell, Teaching Assistant at the Fitz
WERC, starts the Wetland Steward award
presentations.

Big Sur Camp Out

To reward the Wetland Stewards for all their
hard work and further develop their knowledge
and appreciation of their natural environment,
WWW staff and the Stewards spent two days
camping and exploring Big Sur in May 2008. We
walked miles of beautiful redwood trails, discovered dozens of wildflowers,
helped band birds with the Ventana Wildlife Society, roasted
marshmallows, fell into creeks
and came home exhausted! It
was a trip we’ll never forget!
Top: A Lazuli Bunting the Stewards helped band at the Big
Sur Ornithology Lab provided an exciting up-close look at
bird life there.
Below: Making memories while studying the watershed.

Genie Dee, Development Director
Genie comes to WWW with a background
both in environmental issues and in working with
seniors. She has a B.A. in Social Work from the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln and an M.B.A.
from San Jose State University.
Genie worked for six years for the City of San
Jose, as second-in-command of the Water Conservation Program and later in Neighborhood Preservation. The conservation program initiated a citywide retrofit of several hundred thousand homes
and resulted in the City not having to construct a
new water pollution control plant, saving millions
of dollars.
She and her husband, Ron, then ran their own
personal services business for three years, which
both found insightful for understanding both
customer service and the needs of small business.
Genie then moved on to managing a low-income
senior housing facility in Palo Alto for 6 years and
the Saratoga Senior Center for 3 ½ years, before
launching her own grantwriting business in 2007.
As a result of marketing the business, Genie met
Carol Whitehill’s son, who told her his mother
worked with an organization looking for a grantwriter, and thus she connected with WWW; she
started on staff in February of this year.
What Genie loves about working for the
organizaiton is that the board, the members she
has met, and the staff are so dedicated to the
mission of the organization, and therefore have
accomplished a great deal since the organization’s
founding in 1991.
With the help of Kris Beall, Carol Whitehill,
and the Fund Raising Committee, Genie has developed a Five-Year Fundraising Plan for WWW,
the goal of which is to increase the share of support provided by members and the local community.
“Local support is the strongest support any
organization can have,” says Genie. “WWW
has done well securing grants, but most granting
agencies see their funds as ‘start-up’ funding, and
look to see how an organization will support itself
in the future. Fortunately, WWW has an impressive record of accomplishment, and if we can just
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make more people aware of what we’re doing, I
know there will be all the community support we
need.”
One of the major activities Genie and the Fund
Raising Committee have initiated is the Wetlands
Alive! Tours, which began in May and are continuing alternate Saturdays and Sundays. These
tours are an opportunity for existing members,
their friends, and others to become familiar with
the work we do and to have a great time in the
process. See the article about the tours in this
newsletter for more information. There will also
be a special brunch for supporters on October 4th.
Genie and Ron, a software quality director, live
in the Santa Cruz mountains off Summit Road
with their two cats, Mischief and Panther. In her
spare time she enjoys writing, gardening, and
entertaining. Between them they have 5 children
and 2 grandchildren.
Genie has always been interested in both environmentalism and philanthropy and enjoys working for and with non-profits. She enjoys contributing her skills and experience to WWW and looks
forward to meeting each member.

Wetlands Alive! Tours

Watsonville Wetlands Watch is now offering free hour-long Watsonville Wetlands Alive!
tours most weekends, alternating between
Saturday and Sunday.  September tours occur:
Sun., Sept. 7, 1 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 13, 10 a.m.
Sun., Sept. 21, 1 p.m.
(No tours the weekend of Sept. 26-28: we are
helping the Monterey Bay Birding Festival.)
Please contact me at genie@watsonvillewetlandswatch.org or 728-1156 to attend one of these fun and informative tours
in the near future. We welcome you to invite
your friends and family to attend. Binoculars
provided. See the website for RSVP details:
http://www.watsonvillewetlandswatch.org/calendar.htm#WetlandsAlive
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a Grand Time Was Had By All...
Watsonville Wetlands Watch's docents, students, staff and board members participated in the
annual July 4 Parade this year with a "float" made
of native wetland plants, a snowy plover, and
enthusiastic members.
Dobie and Anne Jenkins, our stalwart docents
and supporters, were able to procure a flatbed
truck for this event (along with a set of pink flamingos). That started the creative juices flowing
and staff, students, and docents pitched in to supply wetland plants, raise our banner, decorate our
truck to look like a wetland (albeit with red, white
and blue decorations!) and take a fun ride down
Main Street, waving to children and our community. A special thanks to Steve Pederson of High
Ground Organics Farm for entrusting his truck to
our cause, to Jonathan Pilch and Tom Schroeder
for gathering native plants the evening before the
parade, and to Native Oak Nursery for contributing potted plants for the floats décor.
Dobie and students, Jonathan Molina, Edgar
Tuffy, and Miguel Soriano also proudly displayed
the Monterey Bay Birding Festival banner, announcing the upcoming Monterey Bay Bird Festival September 26, 27, and 28th.
Staff, docents, and board members really had a
fun time decorating our float and sharing the good
times with the community. We're already tossing
around ideas for next year's float!

New Docents:

Class of 2008
In April, we welcomed a wonderful new class
of docents into our docent program. We have 18
new docents with a broad range of backgrounds
and interests. Five of our new docents are Pajaro
Valley High School students. The high school
students injected the training with a liveliness
and sense of fun, and they have been enthusiastic
helpers since graduation. As a matter of fact, this
graduating class has bravely stepped up to new
tasks with an unprecedented enthusiasm. In May
we had the highest ever demand for docent help
with field trips, and the new docents worked right
along with our veteran docents to provide all of
the support needed. A number of them are also
helping to keep the Fitz WERC Plant Display
fresh and beautiful all the time. Please join me in
welcoming (left to right in the picture) Suzanne
Davis, Bill Best, Miguel Soriano, Sue Forson,
Sandra Lobato, Jonathan Molina, Nicole Bellonzi,
Timothy Dyck (behind Kris Beall and me), Athena Barrios, Jim Mattson, Melita Israel (in from
of Jim Mattson), Pamela Harris (next to Jim), and
Diana and Phil Gilman. Not pictured are Karen
Robertson, Daniel Bellonzi, Bridget Dumas, and
Paul Neumeister.

– Kathy Fieberling

The WWW float and festive volunteers get ready to join the
Watsonville Fourth of July parade
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Annual Picnic on the Fish & Game Knoll
On Saturday, July 19th, members and friends
of Watsonville Wetlands Watch gathered for a
fun-filled afternoon, picnicking on a knoll at the
Department of Fish and Game property that the
Watch is restoring on Lee Road.
Thirty-two people attended and had a terrific
time watching the cormorants, egrets, pelicans,
and other birds from the telescopes mounted at the
top of the knoll and with binoculars provided by
the Watch.

A special visitor was Bruce Delgado from the
Chuck Haugen Conservancy, with two very tame
gopher snakes. Bruce explained that any California snakes with pointed tails, like these two had,
are harmless; the only harmful snake found in
California is the rattlesnake, which has a broad
tail with a “rattle” on the end.
We hope you can join us for next year’s picnic!

Looking over the west branch of Struve Slough are Jim
Whittome and Bill Best; in front of them are Michelle and
Kirk Samis

Jim Whittome gets acquainted with the gopher snakes

The pot-luck food was good and plentiful. Kay
Metz brought a homemade peach pie made with
peaches from her own tree.

Sampling the goodies are Kay Metz, foreground, and Anne
and Byron Thomas, Anne Sherwood, Joan Rose, and Don
Hoernschemeyer
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BACK TO SCHOOL BRUNCH!

Watch for information about the Back
to School Brunch. This is the kick-off to
our new Wetlands Watch Sustainability
Program, and will feature our terrific new
video about the work of WWW to protect,
restore, and foster appreciation of the wetlands.
It takes place in
the Fitz WERC on
Saturday, October 4th
at 10:30 a.m.
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Proposition 50 Grant to Fund Restoration

In May of this year we received a recently
awarded, California Sate Proposition 50 grant
for restoration of wetlands in the Watsonville
Sloughs. WWW will be joining the Santa Cruz
County Resource Conservation District and the
City of Watsonville in implementing new and innovative projects for water quality improvement
and habitat restoration throughout the slough system. Wetlands Watch’s work will focus on three
properties: the Department of Fish and Game
owned, Watsonville Sloughs Ecological Reserve
located across from Pajaro Valley High School,
Tarplant Hill, the 6 acre grassland on Ohlone
Parkway, and lower Watsonville Slough, termed
the “last mile”, where the Pajaro River and the
ocean’s salt water mixes with the slough system.
The funding will allow us to work intensively
on these properties, restoring the rare open meadows and coastal prairies of the lower lying regions

of the Pajaro Valley, while improving water
quality in the sloughs. Over the many years that
WWW has been working to restore habitat, we
have seen some major successes; native grasslands
emerging from areas where they were believed to
be lost, grassland dependent birds returning year
after year such as burrowing owls, short eared
owls, and marsh hawks, and a growing movement of people sustaining the local environment
through the dedication of many volunteer hours.
With these new Proposition 50 projects we will
be able to build upon our past work and create
new success stories.
We will be adding our project plans, photos,
and descriptions to our website in the coming
months. To view them, click on the restoration
section of the website:
http://www.watsonvillewetlandswatch.org

Join the Watsonville Wetlands Watch…

… and help protect our Pájaro Valley sloughs! Membership of $25 a year/$15 student or senior,
supports efforts to preserve and protect slough systems in the Watsonville area. You will receive The
Watch, our quarterly newsletter.
Send your check to:
Name________________________________ Watsonville Wetlands Watch
Address______________________________ Post Office Box 1239
City/State/Zip _________________________ Freedom, CA 95019-1239
Or join online at www. WatsonvilleWetlandsWatch.org
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Calendar

Restoration Saturday August 23: This volunteer day is dedicated to improving the garden and grounds of the
Fitz WERC: mulching, light weeding, some planting of native shrubs, and care-taking of the WERC's landscape. We need all of the hands we can gather to make the WERC look great. Gloves, tools, and something to
munch on will be provided. Meet at the WERC at 9:00. We'll work until noon with some time for bird watching over Hanson Slough and the high school's wildlife habitat areas. Restoration days are the fourth Saturday
of every month; meet at the Fitz WERC at 9 a.m.
Watsonville Wetlands Alive! The Watsonville Wetlands Watch is now offering hour-long “Watsonville Wetlands
Alive!” tours on several weekends each month. In September, these tours occur on Sun., Sept. 7Sat., Sept. 13,
10 a.m. Sun., Sept. 21, 1 p.m. Sat., Sept. 27, time open. Please contact me if you plan to attend one of these
tours in the near future. You are also strongly encouraged to invite your friends and family to attend. See the
website for RSVP details: http://www.watsonvillewetlandswatch.org/calendar.htm#WetlandsAlive
Docent Meeting Presentation on Bird Migration Wednesday, Sept. 10, from 6:30 pm until 8:30.
We are lucky to have Santa Cruz Bird Club outreach chairperson Nanci Adams as our guest speaker. Nanci
will talk about bird migration, which is an appropriate topic during the migration season. This presentation
will be a good warm-up for the Birding Festival. Bring your friends and anyone who is interested in birding.
Art in the sloughs. Sunday, September 21, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.. Join other artists in an informal drop-in
opportunity to capture the beauty of the wetlands in your medium of choice. At the Lee Road
entrance to the Fish & Game Preserve. Bring your art materials, chair, water & snacks,
sunscreen & your artistic genius!
Monterey Bay Birding Festival Weekend of September 26-27-28:. Check offerings and on-line registration at:
www.montereybaybirding.org. See our special birds with area experts.

