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This year Noelle Antolin, Education Di-
rector, and Molly Underwood, Environmen-
tal Education Specialist, worked with 6 high 
school mentors and 8 school groups from 
Lakeview Middle School, Cesar Chavez MS, 
Rolling Hills Middle School, EA Hall Middle 
School, Mintie White Elementary and Alianza 
Charter School. To date we have provided 
after-school wetland programming to 160 
students. We served most groups eight times 
during the semester, for a total of 1,280 stu-
dent contacts. Each group has come out to the 
wetlands 2-4 times; the rest of the program 
days were held at the schools. 

 Wetlands Education for 1,500
The 2009/2010 school year has come 

to a close and 
the staff are all 
taking a breath 
before gearing 
up for 2010/2011. 
Including the 
students served 
with the Wetland 
Stewards Pro-
gram, the staff 

has had the pleasure of introducing 1,500 
PVUSD students to the wetlands of Watson-
ville through our programs this year. Many 
students have had the opportunity to come 
out on more than one occasion.  Students 
came from PVHS chemistry, integrated sci-
ence, health, and algebra classes, and also 
from elementary and middle schools.

Students Restore West Struve Slough
 In June PVHS students kept up their 

restoration activities through Monterey Bay 
Aquarium’s 
summer pro-
gram, Wat-
sonville Area 
Teens Con-
serving Habi-
tat (also called 
WATCH). 
The students 
worked with 

restoration staff to remove poison hemlock 
growing among native plants on West Struve 
Slough. The project is designed to improve 
habitat and water quality on the Watsonville 
Sloughs Ecological Reserve. 
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So How Are We Doing?
 In April, the Board of Directors 

launched the Spring Campaign, an effort to 
maintain our programs while we continue 
to seek grants and other funding. We have 
raised about half of the $70,000 we need to 
keep from cutting back our programs. You 
can help us make it through these lean 
times for non-profits. Your gift will help to 
protect the wetlands and to educate the next 
generation of wetland stewards, and will 
be greatly appreciated! You can contribute 
online at our website, www.watsonvillewet-
landswatch.org  or send your check to WWW, 
P.O. Box 1239, Freedom, CA 95019. 

Watch adds Board 
MeMBers 

                      
Debbie Diersch (L) and Shirley Edwards 

are welcome additions to the WWW Board of 
Directors. Diersch is CEO of Chrysalis Soft-
ware, Inc. headquartered in Carmel, has over 
25 years of management experience technol-
ogy, and chairs the Business Outreach Com-
mittee.  Edwards is Associate Counsel at West 
Marine, Inc. with over 19 years as a litigator 
and advisory attorney in government, the 
private sector and in non-profit practice, and 
much environmental expertise. Shirley chairs 
the Strategic Planning Committee and serves 
on the Business Outreach and Planning and 
Conservation Committees. 

 Picnic a Good Time for All. At our our 
annual picnic on July 11th at Tarplant Hill, 
the sun was out, an amazing flock of white 
pelicans put on a show above, and the food 
was quite gourmet! Jim Van Houten gave 
the group a history of Tarplant Hill and how 
WWW came to acquire it. Above, Restoration 
Specialist John Pritchard is shown sharing his 
expertise of the restoration site. 

New Business Outreach Committee Seeks 
Members. WWW announces the formation 
of the Business Outreach Committee (BOC) 
to focus on the business community for sup-
port and funding for Watch programs. Says 
Debbie Diersch, Chair, “We want to expand 
and enrich Watch programs by obtaining 
sustainable funding sources.  This spring we 
had 30 students from PVHS apply for the 
Wetlands Stewards Program, but we can only 
fund six applicants.  With more funding we 
could accept a greater number. This program 
not only teaches students about the wetlands, 
but prepares them for advanced studies in 
environmental and other sciences.” If you are 
interested in participating in this exciting en-
deavor, contact Debbie at diersch@sbcglobal.
net.

Watsonville Wetlands Watch brings the wetlands to town in 
the 4th of July parade in Watsonville.
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Wetlands Watch lecture series

 Get the “Bear Facts”

Join us on Thursday, August 26th, 6:30-
8:30 p.m., for Bruce Elliott’s presentation on 
the grizzly bears that once roamed Central 
California in abundance. You will learn bear 
biology, distribution and population num-
bers, and just what to do if you encounter a 
bear. Bruce Elliott is a popular local educa-
tor and a retired Senior Biologist Supervisor 
for the California Department of Fish and 
Game. At the WERC; RSVP to kathyfieb@
yahoo.com or 345-1226. 

Bruce Elliott is a retired senior Biolo-
gist Supervisor for the California Dept. of 
Fish and game and an educator.  He teaches 
classes on wildlife biology through the Uni-
versity of California and Community College 
System.  He is also a skilled field trip leader 
who conducts a variety of tours and explora-
tions of the area’s natural resources.

 Birds of the Watsonville 
sloughs and Birds of 
the Watsonville sloughs 
checklist release! 

Learn about “Seasons and Cycles of 
Change” for these local wetland birds on 
Thursday, Sept. 9, 6:30-8:30 p.m., with local 
expert and wildlife biologist David Suddjian. 
David will explore the rich and varied bird-
life of the Watsonville Sloughs, one of the 
most important habitat areas in the Monterey 
Bay region. He will describe the seasonal 
patterns of nesting and migration, and high-
light the sloughs’ species of special interest 
and conservation concern. We will also be 
introducing our new Birds of the Watsonville 
Sloughs Checklist and have copies available 
for those who attend the talk.  At the WERC; 
RSVP to kathyfieb@yahoo.com or 345-1226. 

David Suddjian is a passionate birder 
and wildlife biologist. He has studied the 
birds of Santa Cruz County and Central 
California for over 25 years and is an expert 
in the status 
and distribu-
tion of birds in 
the Monterey 
Bay and Santa 
Cruz Mountains 
region. He has 
led hundreds of 
local field trips 
and given many 
presentations 
on birds of our 
region to help 
share his love of 
birds with others. 
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Monterey Bay Birding Festival 
September 23-26

Join your friends, neighbors and area 
birders for this annual event. The Pajaro 
Valley Arts Council will be offering two art 
workshops for the Festival. All are welcome. 
More information and registration at the Fes-
tival website, www.montereybaybirding.org.

Photographing Wild Birds 
Two sessions: Thursday, Sept. 23, 1-2:30 
p.m., $20. Friday, Sept. 24, 8  a.m. to noon, 
$30. Unsure about how to photograph wild 
birds? Don’t know a Great Blue Heron from 
a Mourning Dove? Or, just looking for some 
tips about how to improve your photogra-
phy skills? Come 
join us to learn 
how to get that 
perfect wild bird 
photograph. 
Leader: Larry 
Selman Location: 
At/departs from 
Watsonville Civic 
Plaza Activity: 
Moderate

Creative Art Journaling 
Friday, Sept. 24, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The practice 
of keeping a visual journal is an enriching 
way to express and record your deeper cre-
ative self. It is a tool to awaken your senses 
and help you see the world through artist’s 
eyes. This workshop will visit the WERC 
and take advantage of our excellent collec-
tion of local bird 
specimens. Cost: 
$30 Trip Leader: 
Susan Dorf Lo-
cation: Departs 
from Watsonville 
Civic Plaza Activ-
ity: Moderate

 Birding Basics with Nanci Adams 
This fun and fascinating class is an introduc-
tion to many of the amazing local birds here 
in our own community. Using digital slides 
and bird song recordings, students learn the 
basics of birding in a supportive environ-
ment. Two sessions are offered, with two sec-
tions in each session, a Tuesday section and a 
Thursday section, beginning Tuesday, August 
17th, 9:30-11:30 a.m. Meet at the WERC; fee for 
each section is $65 and participants must also 
purchase a set of bird cards for $5. 

Schedule:
Session I, Tuesday Section: Aug. 17 – Oct. 

12, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Session I, Thursday Section: Aug. 19 – 

Oct. 14, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Session II, Tuesday Section: Oct. 19 – 

Dec. 14, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Session II, Thursday Section: Oct. 21  – 

Dec. 16, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Brown Bag Birding 
Want to learn more 
about local birds, 
but can’t attend 
a morning class? 
Bring a brown bag 
light meal, bin-
oculars and a field 
guide, and join us in 
the late afternoon. 
This is a class of just 
field trips, and will 
involve easy walk-

ing. August 19-October 7; 5-7 p.m.  $65 for 8 
two-hour classes. First meeting place:  Green 
Valley Center parking lot by Watsonville 
Adult Education. 

 
To sign up for either class, go to http://waae.
pvusd.net/docs/NewRegistrationForm-Eng-
Span.pdf for a  printable registration form or 
stop in at Watsonville Aptos Adult Educa-
tion, 294 Green Valley Road, Watsonville. 

explore & appreciate the sloughs
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Pájaro Valley Arts Council 
 is hosting Los Pájaros, an exhibition of bird themed art to celebrate the many birds from 
which the Pájaro Valley draws its name. It is timed to coincide with the Monterey Bay Birding 
Festival. Los Pájaros can be seen at two locations:

The Pajaro Valley Gallery: 	 37 Sudden Street, Watsonville. (831)722-
3062
(Gallery hours: Thursday & Friday 11-4; Saturday & Sunday 12-4) The 
gallery hosts art in a variety of media, from ceramics to photography.

Watsonville Civic Plaza: 	 4th floor. See Andrea Rich’s woodcut 
prints of birds.

Public reception	 : Sept. 26, 5-6:30pm.

neW Faces in the Werc: adrienne FrisBee

“I love environmental education—it’s taking the classroom outdoors, an incredibly pow-
erful activity,” observed Adrienne Frisbee, our new Environmental Education Specialist. 
Adrienne will divide her time between Wetlands Stewards and Project Tierra.  She had her 
first introduction to wetlands during her undergrad years at Loyola in New Orleans where 
she received a BS in biology.  Then she moved on to the 
University of Florida where she received an MS in Sci-
ence in 2007 with an emphasis on soil and water science.  
Most recently, she received a teaching credential in sec-
ondary education at San Jose State.

Adrienne was a biologist for 10 years before she 
realized she felt like she was “missing something.” She 
switched from microbial ecology work at NASA-Ames 
(some at Elkhorn Slough) to education outreach with 
high schools.  Earlier work experience included two 
summers in Denali National Park, Alaska, doing carbon 
and nitrogen cycling.  “I lived in a cabin out in the mid-
dle of nowhere, and the only other person I saw for two 
months was my roommate.”  She also spent 6 months 
doing bird monitoring at Fire Island National Seashore.

“I am really amazed at the scope and outreach of 
programs developed here at Watsonville Wetlands Watch. I think I’ll learn a lot from the staff 
and volunteers here as well as from the students and the various agencies.  Of course, being 
in the wetlands every day is a real treat.  I want to help this organization continue to go in the 
direction it’s going; it has great goals.”  Welcome, Adrienne!



calendar
Birding Basics: Classes with Nanci Adams 

Tuesdays or Thursdays. Beginning dates 
from Aug. 17. See information on page 6.

"Bear Facts" Lecture by 
Bruce Elliot 
Thursday August 26, 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  At 
the WERC. RSVP to 
kathyfieb@yahoo.
com or 345-1226.

"Birds of Watsonville 
Sloughs" Lecture by 
David Suddjian. Thursday Sept 9, 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. At the WERC. RSVP to kathy-
fieb@yahoo.com or 345-1226.

Monterey Bay Birding Festival 2010: Sept. 
23 to 26. Centered at the Watsonville Civic 
Plaza. Registration and information on 
field trips, workshops, lectures at www.
montereybaybirding.org

Wild Bird Photography: with Larry Sel-
man. Thursday or Friday Sept. 23 or 24 
through the Monterey Bay Birding Festi-
val. Registration and information at www.
montereybaybirding.org

Creative Art Journaling: with Susan Dorf.  
Friday Sept. 24 through the Monterey Bay 
Birding Festival. Registration and infor-
mation at www.montereybaybirding.org
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