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New Staff Dives Into Work
by Ann B. Jenkins

Since the last newsletter, the Watsonville Wetlands Watch has hired two new staff members: Kris Beall, interim
Executive Director, and Noëlle Antolin, Education Programs Coordinator. Docent Ann Jenkins profiles them here.

KRIS BEALL

“Our vision is to be central coast hub for
environmental stewardship activities,” explained
Kris Beall, newly appointed interim Executive
Director for Watsonville Wetlands Watch. “Our
outreach is growing.”
Kris with a Masters in administrative education from the University of Santa Clara, has
worked as a teacher in classes from pre-school to
college. She ran the Learning Skills program for
adults with learning disabilities at Cabrillo and
has also been a director of special education for
the Soquel and Gilroy school districts.
In 1993, she made a lateral career move into
environmental activities. “Pivotal to my decision was participation in mountain lion research
through Earthwatch.” In the midst of capturing, weighing and measuring the cats, she had
an epiphany. “I realized I wanted to work in
some aspect of the environment, and especially
in partnership with people doing research,” she
remarked..
In 1999, she joined the Elkhorn Slough
Foundation as an administrative assistant. Today, nine years later, she is outgoing Administrative Director of the Elkhorn Slough Foundation.
“These years gave me special insight into how
non-profits work.”
One of the most valuable things she sees
about the WERC Center, “is our ability to provide
state of the art environmental/wetlands education to the youth of Pajaro Valley.
The day of our interview, she and Noelle
Antolin, the new Education Programs coordinator were making thorough preparation for a visit
from representatives of the S.H. Cowell Foundation which funds the successful Wetlands Stewards program. Wetlands Stewards is an innovasee KRIS page 2

NOËLLE ANTOLIN

Noëlle Antolin newly appointed Educational
Programs Coordinator said that she was drawn to
this position “because of my dedication to habitat conservation/restoration and my interest in
educating our youth in the importance of environmental stewardship.”
Noëlle, a San Franciscan, has a B.S. in Environmental Resources from U.C. Davis, and is now
attending San Jose State to finish up an M.S. in
Conservation Biology in June of this year with a
focus on plant restoration.
She is tri-lingual, thanks to a French mother
and a Spanish father. In fact, just after her graduation from UC Davis in 1999, she took a year off
to visit European relatives. She said that after
six month of backpacking, she decided to settle
down for a bit and enrolled in a Spanish language
course in Seville. During high school days, she
spent a year at school in Grenoble, France.
Her Spanish came in very handy during
work with the Familia Center, a Latino based
family resource in Santa Cruz. From 2003-2005,
she ran the afterschool program at the Center,
and directed their summer recreation programs.
From there, she took a job as Natural Resources
Assistant at the Midpeninsula Regional Open
Space District in Los Altos. For two years, she
worked as a biologist in resource management at
the Open Space District.
She feels that one of the most valuable
aspects of the WWW WERC Center is “the fact
that it is on a high school campus thereby making
wetlands education very accessible and relevant
to the local community.” She looks forward to
forging stronger connections to this community
through such programs as Wetlands Stewards
which she sees as ‘building connections between
see NOËLLE page 2
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tive mentoring program in which juniors from
Pajaro Valley high school mentor middle school
students in environmental education. Maggie Caldwell, Curriculum Assistant for the 2007
program explained that the focus of the program
is “to provide hands-on site specific experiential
education to students in the community.”
Kris helped write the original grant for the
S.H. Cowell Foundation. She sees her ‘to do’ list
in the days to come as assisting in the hiring of a
development director, writing grants, and working with the WWW Fundraising committee to
continue fiscal viability.
Kris and husband Karl Coffield live in Aptos.
In five years, Kris says she hopes she is ‘right
here’ doing what she likes doing best – working
in environmental education with Watsonville
Wetlands Watch.

NOÉLLE...

high schoolers and middle schoolers.”
In her spare time—if any—Noëlle loves hiking, road biking, tennis, traveling. She is also a
music performer in a unique niche. She plays the
jarara (a small guitar reminiscent of a ukulele) in
a special category of Mexican folk music called
‘Son Jarocho.” In fact, she said she was performing in San Francisco the weekend we spoke for a
Oaxacan Solidarity Project fundraiser. “We get
together and perform and have a lot of fun.”
She is married, and her husband, Stuyvesant Bearns is completing his PhD in Sociology at
UCSC.
In five years, Noëlle said “I hope to stay in
the Santa Cruz area working in the general field
of natural resource management, conservation
and education.”

A Note from the Interim Executive Director
WWW is growing rapidly and changing in exciting ways. We are growing with new staff: an
interim Executive Director, a part-time Education Coordinator, and a part time Development Director.
This reorganization has taken place as a result of Rachel Garrett, past Education Director, leaving for
Seattle. She is a hard act to follow but we are trying in the following ways.
We are working hard to expand and grow our education and restoration programs. In the past we
have written grants ( along with other funding opportunities) to support our education, conservation
and restoration programs.
This year our focus is expanding our membership and broadening our base of community support. If you have friends, family, neighbors, or community connections who don't know about WWW,
please let them know about the work we do. We can add them to our newsletter mailings and keep
them apprised of events and activities via our website.
All donations to WWW are tax deductible and will go toward education and restoration programs.
We thank you for your generous support in the past and look forward to a rosy future with your
help!

~Kris Beall
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Volunteer Appreciation Celebration

Our many dedicated docents and volunteers
who generously contribute large amounts of time
and energy to the Watch were acknowledged and
received awards at the annual Volunteer Appreciation Celebration and Holiday Party in December. Awards were given in several categories:
•Docents who helped with field trips received the “Thanks for Making the World Brighter
for Young People” award with a lightbulb (energy
efficient, of course) – Cathy Gamble, Alice Weigel, Linda Youmans , Bob Culbertson , Dobie
Jenkins, Joan Rose, Mary Anne Paul, Mary Lou
Nicoletti, Sharon Hazel, Geoff Smith, Steve
Zaslaw, Alice Ebright, Tina Tucker, Matt Miller,
Barbara Stringari, Ralph Carney
•Volunteers who work outdoors with plants
received the “Thanks for Helping Plant the Seeds
of the Future” award with a flower pot and a
packet of native purple needlegrass seeds. The
Landscape and WERC Plant Display volunteers
include Robin Spring, Lorrie Rubio, Cathy
Gamble, Tina Tucker, Darlene Beal, Mary Lou
Nicoletti, Ralph Carney, and Alice Weigel. The
Restoration volunteers include Brook and Emily Schneider, Bob Culbertson, Bob Lyons and
Chris Johnson-Lyons, Tony and Lorrie Rubio,
Tom Schroeder, Betty Aboytes, and Jim Van
Houten.
•Volunteers who made presentations during docent training or docent meetings received
a sharp pencil with a tag reading “Thanks for
Helping to Make Our Point”- Jim Van Houten,
Michelle Templeton, Melody Randel, Tami
Stolzenthaler, Bob Culbertson, Bob Lyons, Kevin Fisher, Bruce Arthur. Ann Jenkins received
the same award for her generous help with press
releases.
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•Alice Weigel was awarded a pack of Post-it
notes with a “Thanks for Sticking with the Library
Project” tag. Steve Zaslaw received a Spiderman
kit with a tag declaring “Thanks for Being Our
Webmaster”.
•Special mention was given to Matt Miller
for building the boot box, and to our flyer posters
– Carol W., Kris B., Steve, Mary Lou, Linda, Dobie, and Cathy. Cathy Gamble and Alice Weigel
were acknowledged as the only two docents who
routinely turn in time sheets.
Everyone who serves on committees was acknowledged, and the board members all received
the “Thanks for Keeping the Flame Burning” candle.
There is a group of volunteers and docents
who can always be counted on to step up to
whatever tasks are at hand when it comes to field
trips and restoration projects. These volunteers
received the “Thanks for Being a Lifesaver” award
(with a pack of Lifesavers), and include Bob Culbertson, Linda Youmans, Alice Weigel, Cathy
Gamble, Dobie Jenkins, Robin Spring, and Joan
Rose.
After the dinner and awards ceremony, the
evening was capped off with a staff performance
of wetlands songs set to Beatles music, brilliantly
adapted by Rachel Garrett (Educational Programs
Director). Rachel, Jonathan Pilch (Restoration
Specialist), Geoff Smith (WWW contractor and
docent) and I(Volunteer Coordinator) sang. The
rowdy audience accompanied us with a cacophony of bird whistles. It was a fun and lively
ending to the celebration.
Thanks again to all of the volunteers! We
couldn’t do it without you.

~Kathy Fieberling
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Planning for Tar Plant Hill

Watsonville Wetlands Watch Planning and
Conservation Committee has a really full agenda. We are presently working out final contract
arrangements with Gary Kittleson and Kathy
Lyons for the preparation of a Restoration and
Management Plan for Tarplant Hill. Funds were
provided through US Wish and Wildlife to begin
work on restoring the native colony of the endangered California Tarplant. Additional funds will
be available in July through State Proposition 50.
We were awarded a $10,000 grant through the
local Resource Conservation District for development of a Restoration and Management Plan
(RMP) for the property. The RMP will provide
guidelines for near-term improvements and longterm maintenance of the property. The committee
is involved in a number of other issues including:
Pajaro River Flood Control Project, Critical Coastal Areas Program, Watsonville Slough System
Stewardship Committee, Last Mile Restoration
Project, Tarplant Hill Restoration, the Manabe/
Ow Specific Plan Technical Advisory Committee,
the Atkinson Lane Specific Plan Technical Advisory Committee, the County Eco-Park proposal,
planning for trail connections to the WERC and
monitoring our Proposition 50 grant applications.

~Jim Van Houten

Environmental Hero:
Bob Culbertson
The United Way of Santa
Cruz County annually honors
hometown heros: people who
have made a remarkable effort
to improve their communities
in various ways. In 2007, Bob
Culbertson, Chair of Watsonville
Wetlands Watch board of directors, was honored for his environmental stewardship. Through his years as California State
Parks ranger and his many volunteer activities,
he is committed to protect and preserve the land.
He led efforts to promote planning and resource
protection through research and advocacy, challenging wetland development.
Bob leads field trips for elementary and
middle school students in plant propagation and
restoring native plants in the wetlands and uplands of the Watsonville slough system.
He also serves on the Advisory Board of Action Pajaro Valley and on the Monterey Bay Bird
Festival committee.
We are honored to have this dedicated man
as an integral part of our organization. We now
claim two heros: board member Carol Whitehill
was honored in 2005 for her work with Watsonville Wetlands Watch, most particularly for her
leadership in raising money to build the Patrick
J. Fitz Wetlands Educational Resource Center on
the Pajaro Valley High School campus.
Thank you both for your dedication.

Red-Shouldered Hawks are one of the raptors that use
the slough uplands for hunting and nesting. Look for them
sitting in trees, watching for their next meal.
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Calendar
Get those hands dirty!
Second & fourth Saturdays: Meet at the Fitz Wetlands Educational Resource Center at 9am. to join
the Restoration Team as we restore several areas in and around Watsonville. We work until 12 noon
- and always make time for a walk and tour of our local wetlands flora and fauna. Please wear a hat,
work clothes and sturdy shoes. We supply the gloves, tools, and a snack. No experience necessary just a desire to help these wonderful ecosystems.
March 22: Volunteer restoring native habitat on the Watsonville Sloughs Ecological Reserve. Meet at
9am at the WERC for this first volunteer restoration day of the Spring.
April 26: On this day we will host a community volunteer day at Pajaro Valley High School for students, parents, community, and friends. Join this community effort to restore wetland habitat along
upper West Struve Slough on the Pajaro Valley High School ESHAs.
May 24: On this volunteer day, we'll spend our time removing invasive species that are degrading the
grasslands surrounding West Struve Slough. As always, we'll end our day bird watching and taking
a walk on the reserve. In May, we'll be right in the middle of nesting season, so we'll likely see some
interesting nests and young birds.
For more information please email jonathan@watsonvillewetlandswatch.org or call 831-728-4106.
April 27: 12 -4 City of Watsonville Earth Day/Day of the Child Celebration at Ramsay Park.

Birding the Pajaro Valley~

The Santa Cruz Bird Club is planning some field trips in the Pajaro Valley in their line-up of field
trips this spring. For full information, check their website: santacruzbirdclub.org
We thank the Santa Cruz Bird Club for sharing their trips.
March 26, Wednesday, Corralitos area: Several choices for destinations offer a variety of birds of forest,
stream and fields. Possibilities: Western Bluebird, American Dipper, Nor. Pygmy-owl and returning
migrants. Half-day into early afternoon, pending weather & interest. Plan for a few miles of walking; rain cancels.
Meet at 7:00 AM at the intersection of Corralitos & Browns Valley Rd. (near the Corralitos Market).
Leader: David Suddjian, liturgist@stjoscap.org
March 29, Saturday: Pajaro Valley. Seeking migratory shorebirds and waterfowl, we'll explore the
sloughs & possibly take in College Lake. We'll also swing by Pajaro Dunes to check beach & creeks.
Meet at 7:30 AM behind the West Marine building at the end of Westridge Rd in Watsonville.
Leader: Scott Smithson,scottndawn@sbcglobal.net
April 5,Saturday, Pinto Lake. After spending the morning at Pinto Lake County Park, we'll head to Corralitos Creek in Eureka Canyon to look for American Dipper.

Meet at 7:30 AM at Pinto Lake City Park then go to Pinto Lake County Park at 8.AM (meet in first
parking lot).
Leader: Bob & Bernadette Ramer, 831-426-7342

April 12, Saturday:Watsonville Sloughs.We'll expore Harkins, East & West Struve, & Watsonville
sloughs for waders, raptors, early nesters & migrants. Lingering waterfowl are a possibility & there's
an outside chance of shorebirds if water levels are low. Half day trip; bring water, snacks & sunscreen.
Meet at 8 AM behind West Marine building at the end of Westridge Rd. (off Harkins Slough Rd.) in
Watsonville.
Leader: Earl Lebow, hawkowl@sbcglobal.net
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Nature Watercolor Journaling workshop
The Nature Watercolor Journaling workshop on Feb. 23 was a
great success. We were sold out two weeks before the workshop. Gay
Kraeger and Christine Lopp, the workshop leaders, worked with their
unending creative and playful enthusiasm. The attending artists had a
great time! Gay and Christine donated their services making the event
a significant contribution
to WWW.
Thank you Gay and
Christine and all the workshop attendees.

Clockwise from top left: Workshop artists focus on learning watercolor
techniques. Artists enjoy sharing their results with the class. Instructor
Christina displays one of her journals.
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