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Kids Count!

Since 2002, the Watsonville Wetlands
Watch staff has visited Amesti Elementary’s
fifth grade classes to talk about the wetlands.
After the classroom presentations, each class
visits the wetlands for a field trip in the fall
and spring to learn about water quality, making observations, birds, and restoration.

In October, classes from Amesti helped
restore the wetlands by removing bristly
ox-tongue and wild radish, two non-native
invasive plant species. They will return in
the spring to see how the wetlands change
with the seasons. Thanks so much to our
docents for their hard work during these field
trips! WWW is also grateful to have recently
received a $15,000 grant from the Monterey
Peninsula Foundation, which will fund future transportation for the Amesti field trips.

“Bugs” Teach Students about
Bioindicators
Also in October, with the help of docents, PVHS students worked in small groups
to collect and identify aquatic organisms in
the field. Aquatic invertebrates were placed
into sensitivity groups and at the end of the
study, they found that on average the water
quality at the uppermost part of the West
Branch of Struve Slough was “fair” during
the month of October. Students and volunteers will continue this study and expand it
over the long-term as part of Project Tierra.
A huge thank you to our docents and
volunteers: Sharon Clark, Cathy Gamble,
Shirley Johnson, Alon Keller, Priscilla Partridge, and Linda Youmans, as well as teachers Jaime Bloom, Rob Hoffman, and Danielle
LeLaidier, without whom these activities
could never have taken take place! Photos
courtesy of Rob Hoffman, PVHS science
teacher.

Wetland Stewards Kayak the Sloughs

As part of their training on Watsonville’s
wetlands, our 6 new Wetland Stewards (Jose
Alanis, Rosemary Alvarez, Jennifer Baker,
Anthony Barrios, Yadira Grajeda, and Ventura Vega) explored the sloughs on kayaks in
early September. With permission from local
land owners we were able to provide this
educational and inspirational experience for
our students, a unique opportunity to learn
about the ecology, plants, and animals of the
wetlands. It was a great day for bird watching with dozens of American white pelicans,
a White-tailed kite, Great blue herons, Great
egrets, Black-crowned night herons, and
Caspian terns. Thanks to Margaret Collins and Larry Wagner from the Kayak Connection for
supplying kayaks and guiding us through the sloughs!
Besides kayaking, the stewards had a chance to
practice some of the teaching techniques they have
been learning, such as asking open- ended questions.
As another part of their training, the stewards learned
about birds from Michelle Templeton and Cristy Cassel of the City’s Wetlands of Watsonville Nature Center. They not only refined their binocular skills, they
learned about birds, and how to teach elementary
students about birds. A good time was had by all!

The Pacific Forest and Watershed Lands Stewardship Council recently awarded

the Watch $30,000 for Wetland Stewards. The
Council was impressed that the program empowers Watsonville teens to collect and analyze environmental data as a way to develop
a personal connection to the unique wetlands
in their community. Working side by side
with scientists, docents, and peer mentors,
teens explore the great outdoors, develop
their own wetland projects, and learn about
green careers. They also assume leadership
roles to mentor other youth in outdoor wetland activities.

Don’t Miss Your Chance to Protect our Environment! Your contribution provides
field experiences in the wetlands for local students, restores wildlife habitat, and helps educate the next generation of environmental stewards. If you donate by December 31st, you can
support our work and also receive a tax deduction for 2010 in accordance with IRS rules for
donations to non-profit organizations. All contributions are greatly appreciated.
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Restoring the Last Mile

The Watch has recently begun Phase IV of the restoration and enhancement of salt marsh and dune habitats on the southern-most section of the Watsonville
Slough, termed the “Last Mile of Watsonville Slough”,
to be completed in December, 2011. Restoration staff
took an ecology class from Gavilan College out to the
site for a field trip; they helped us to remove iceplant
from among the native plants and prepare the way for
the bulldozers to come in and do the heavy lifting.

This phase of the project, begun in August, will continue to remove the existing areas
of iceplant, perennial pepperweed, and other
exotic species throughout the project area. In
addition to the site restoration, the project will
educate students, community stake-holders
and volunteers about the importance of wetlands, estuarine habitat, and the benefits of environmental restoration. Volunteer support is
essential to this process and we greatly appreciate all our volunteers!

Plant Sale Supports Programs

On October 2nd, the Watch held its 2nd plant sale,
raising over $500 to support education and restoration programs. An incredible group of Garden Club
and other volunteers committed to this project. Some
of the features of Plant Sale Day were native plants
for sale, information on propagation, invasive species
education, native plantings, discussions, and informational brochures. Approximately 50 people attended,
and a great time was had by all.

Annual Brunch Caters to Watch Supporters

On Saturday, October 16th, the Watch held its 3rd annual Back to School Brunch. This
event caters to community members who have some familiarity with Watch activities, giving them an opportunity
to meet students, learn from special guests, and consider a
pledge of support. Speaker Robert Ketley provided an informative talk about WWW accomplishments and City collaboration, keeping the audience awake with his humorous
comments. At right students Rosemary Alvarez and Brenda
Hermosillo get ready to serve plates dished up by docent
Pam Harris. Watch for next year’s Brunch invitation in your
mailbox!
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Business Outreach Hosts Tour
(photo courtesy of Larissa Mueller/Sentinel).

WWW hosted a special event on Saturday, November 13th to launch its new
Business Outreach Initiative; the goal of this
initiative is to build long term, mutually
beneficial partnerships with local businesses.
Business leaders from Fitz Fresh, Santa Cruz
County Bank, West Marine, Best Western
Capitola, L-3 Communications, CENTURY21
Lad Realty, George Ow Properties, and Hadal
attended the event.
“We decided to start with companies that
had recently been recognized by Santa Cruz
County as Green Businesses,” said Debbie
Diersch, Chairperson of the Business Outreach Committee. “It took these companies a
significant amount of time, effort, and commitment to earn this certification. They are in
the vanguard of companies dedicated to supporting environmentally friendly practices so
we felt that we shared a common bond with
them of dedication to the environment and
our local community.”
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Discovering wetlands!

Guests were treated to a tour of the Fitz
Wetlands Resource and Education Center led
by Lou Rose, followed by a hike over Dept.
of Fish and Game Lands led by Bob Culbertson to a knoll overlooking the West Struve
Slough. Wetland Stewards Rosemary Alvarez, Anthony Barrios, Jennifer Baker, and Jose
Alanis shared their knowledge and enthusiasm of the wetlands with the guests, who
then shared lunch, along with their experiences and thoughts of the tour and suggestions for the future. Read the Sentinel article
on this event at http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/localnews/ci_16609095.

